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A Child Prodigy
by Cliff Eisen

There were child prodigies before Mozart and child prodigies after him—but few, if any, of them 
made the impact young Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart made. When he was four, he started to learn 
short harpsichord pieces; at five, he began to compose music. In fact, Mozart was so bright that, in 
1762, his father, Leopold, took him to Munich and then to Vienna, where he gave concerts at the 
imperial courts. Both trips were a success and gave Leopold the idea to undertake a European-wide 
tour. In June 1763, Mozart, his father, mother, and sister Maria Anna (better known as Nannerl) set 
out traveling through Germany, France, and the Netherlands, before reaching England, then back 
through France, Switzerland, and Bavaria. More than three years passed before their carriage again 
entered the gates of their native Salzburg, Austria.

It was this extended concert tour that made Mozart’s name. At first, he played only works by other 
composers. But before long he began performing his own works as well. By the time the family 
reached Paris in 1764, Mozart was ready to publish his first opus (work), a set of sonatas for violin 
and harpsichord. He composed his first symphony in London later that year and his first opera in 
Vienna in 1768.

Nannerl was a prodigy as well. A fine harpsichordist, she could hold her own with her brother, at 
least technically. What distinguished Mozart from all other musicians, however, was his 
extraordinary musical talent, his natural understanding of what music was about, and his capacity to 
absorb musical styles and ideas and make them his own. His earliest compositions may fall into the 
traditional categories, such as sonatas or symphonies, but the style was entirely his own.

Whatever Mozart did seemed to enchant kings and queens, music impresarios (managers and 
conductors), and the general public all across Europe. He was the “headline news” of the time. 
When he played in Venice, Italy, in 1771, the event was noted by newspapers as far away as 
Hamburg, Germany. Other prodigies labored to make local reputations—only Mozart was crowned 
universally.

Numerous reports documented both the interest Mozart aroused and his astonishing 
accomplishments. He had barely turned eight when the first of several articles about him appeared 
in a Paris newspaper:

Mr. [Leopold] Mozart, music director for the Prince-Archbishop of Salzburg, has been in this 
capital for several months with two children who cut the most delightful figure. His daughter, aged 
11, plays the harpsichord in a distinguished manner; no one could have a more precise and brilliant 
execution. His son, who this month reached his 8th year, is a true prodigy.



 2 "Mr. [Leopold] Mozart, music director for the Prince-Archbishop of Salzburg, has been in this capital 
for several months with two children who cut the most delightful figure. His daughter, aged 11, plays the 
harpsichord in a distinguished manner; no one could have a more precise and brilliant execution. His son, 

 who this month reached his 8th year, is a true prodigy." Explain the purpose of the Paris newspaper excerpt 
and the viewpoint expressed by its author.

 1 Why did Mozart tour Europe as a young child?

to perform in concerts(A) 

to study the harpsichord(B) 

to conduct different orchestras(C) 

to collect music from other countries(D) 
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Read the article “Earhart’s Final Resting Place Believed Found.”  Then answer the questions.
Earhart's Final Resting Place Believed Found

by Rossella Lorenzi

Legendary aviatrix Amelia Earhart most likely died on an uninhabited tropical island in the 
southwestern Pacific republic of Kiribati, according to researchers at The International Group for 
Historic Aircraft Recovery (TIGHAR).

Tall, slender, blonde and brave, Earhart disappeared while flying over the Pacific Ocean on July 2, 
1937 in a record attempt to fly around the world at the equator. Her final resting place has long been 
a mystery.

For years, Richard Gillespie, TIGHAR's executive director and author of the book "Finding 
Amelia," and his crew have been searching the Nikumaroro island for evidence of Earhart. A tiny 
coral atoll, Nikumaroro was some 300 miles southeast of Earhart's target destination, Howland 
Island.

A number of artifacts recovered by TIGHAR would suggest that Earhart and her navigator, Fred 
Noonan, made a forced landing on the island's smooth, flat coral reef.

According to Gillespie, who is set to embark on a new $500,000 Nikumaroro expedition next 
summer, the two became castaways and eventually died there.
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"We know that in 1940 British Colonial Service officer Gerald Gallagher recovered a partial 
skeleton of a castaway on Nikumaroro. Unfortunately, those bones have now been lost," Gillespie 
said.

The archival record by Gallagher suggests that the bones were found in a remote area of the island, 
in a place that was unlikely to have been seen during an aerial search.

A woman's shoe, an empty bottle and a sextant box whose serial numbers are consistent with a type 
known to have been carried by Noonan were all found near the site where the bones were 
discovered.

"The reason why they found a partial skeleton is that many of the bones had been carried off by 
giant coconut crabs. There is a remote chance that some of the bones might still survive deep in crab 
burrows," Gillespie said.

Although she did not succeed in her around-the-world expedition, Earhart flew off into the legend 
just after her final radio transmission.

Books, movies and television specials about her disappearance abound as well as speculation about 
her fate. Theories proliferated that she was a spy, that she was captured by the Japanese, that she 
died in a prisoner-of-war camp, and that she survived and returned to live her life as a New Jersey 
housewife.

A new biopic about Earhart's life, starring Hilary Swank and Richard Gere, opens this weekend.

The general consensus has been that the plane had run out of fuel and crashed in the Pacific Ocean, 
somewhere near Howland Island.

But according to Gillespie, the "volume of evidence" TIGHAR has gathered suggests an alternative 
scenario.

"Propagation analysis of nearly 200 radio signals heard for several days after the disappearance 
make it virtually indisputable that the airplane was on land," Gillespie said.

Eventually, Earhart's twin-engine plane, the Electra, was ripped apart by Nikumaroro's strong waves 
and swept out into deep water, leaving no visible trace.

"The evidence is plentiful -- but not conclusive yet -- to support the hypothesis that Amelia landed 
and died on the island of Nikumaroro," forensic anthropologist Karen Ramey Burns told Discovery 
News.
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The author of a book on Earhart, Burns believes that the strongest of the amassed evidence comes 
from the report related to the partial skeleton found by Gallagher.

"The skeleton was found to be consistent in appearance with females of European descent in the 
United States today, and the stature was consistent with that of Amelia Earhart," said Burns.

According to Burns, another piece of documentary evidence comes from the accounts of Lt. John 
O. Lambrecht, a U.S. Naval aviator participating in the search for Earhart's plane. Lambrecht 
reported "signs of recent habitation" on what was an officially uninhabited atoll.

Lambrechet's report begs the question: Why did no one follow up?

"I have stood in plain sight on Nikumaroro in a white shirt waving wildly as a helicopter flew over 
me and was not noticed until the video tape of the flight was examined," Burns said.

"I find it very easy to believe that Amelia and Fred would not have been seen by the pilot. If the 
Electra was not visible at the time, their last chance of rescue was lost in Lambrecht's notes," she 
added.

Abandoned on a desert island where temperatures often exceed 100 degrees, even in the shade, 
Earhart and Noonan likely eventually succumbed to any number of causes, including injury and 
infection, food poisoning from toxic fish, or simply dehydration.

The coconut crabs' great pincers would have done the rest, likely removing some of the last physical 
traces of this pioneering aviatrix.



 3 What is the author’s main purpose in “Earhart’s Final Resting Place Believed Found”?

to explain why the mystery of Earhart and Noonan’s disappearance has been difficult to (A) 
solve

to discuss two competing explanations for the disappearance of Earhart and Noonan(B) 

to describe how recent research explains the last days of Earhart and Noonan after they (C) 
disappeared

to outline a hypothesis about what happened to Earhart and Noonan after they disappeared(D) 



 4 Which sentence from “Earhart’s Final Resting Place Believed Found” best supports the author’s  main
purpose?

“Legendary aviatrix Amelia Earhart most likely died on an uninhabited tropical island in the (A) 
southwestern Pacific republic of Kiribati, according to researchers at The International Group 
for Historic Aircraft Recovery (TIGHAR).” (paragraph 1)

“Although she did not succeed in her around-the-world expedition, Earhart flew off into (B) 
legend just after her final radio transmission.” (paragraph 10)

“Theories proliferated that she was a spy, that she was captured by the Japanese, that she (C) 
died in a prisoner-of-war camp, and that she survived and returned to live her life as a New 
Jersey housewife.” (paragraph 11)

“The general consensus has been that the plane had run out of fuel and crashed in the (D) 
Pacific Ocean, somewhere near Howland Island.” (paragraph 13)



 5 : Below are three claims that could be made based on the article “Earhart’s Final Resting Place Part A
Believed Found.”  Select the conclusion that is supported by the most relevant and sufficient evidence within 
the article. 

Earhart and Noonan lived as castaways on Nikumaroro Island.  (A) 

Earhart and Noonan’s plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean.(B) 

People don’t really know where Earhart and Noonan died.(C) 



 6 : Select two facts from the article that best provide evidence to support the claim selected in Part Part B
A.

 

’A tiny coral atoll, Nikumaroro was some 300 miles southeast of Earhart’s target destination, (A) 
Howland Island.’ (paragraph 3) 

’Although she did not succeed in her around-the-world expedition, Earhart flew off into (B) 
legend just after her final radio transmission.’ (paragraph 10)

’Books, movies, and television specials about her disappearance abound as well as (C) 
speculation about her fate.’ (paragraph 11)

’Eventually, Earhart’s twin-engine plane, the Electra, was ripped apart by Nikumaroro’s (D) 
strong waves and swept out into deep water, leaving no visible trace.’ (paragraph 16)

’’The evidence is plentiful - but not conclusive yet - to support the hypothesis that Amelia (E) 
landed and died on the island of Nikumaroro,’ forensic anthropologist Karen Ramey Burns told 
Discovery News.’ (paragraph 17)


